
Connect Group study

John 13 (part 2)
Judas Iscariot is typically remembered for one thing: his betrayal of Jesus. He was one of
the twelve disciples who lived with and followed Jesus for three years. He witnessed 
Jesus’ ministry, His teaching, and His many miracles. He was also the treasurer for the 
group. In today’s passage we study who he really was and the warnings we can take from 
his life.

Have you ever experienced being severely let down by a friend before? How did this
make you feel?

Read John 13:18-30

Reflect
Q1. Who was Judas Iscariot? What things do we learn from these verses?
a) Matthew 26:13-15, John 12:6
A: Money was important to Judas and it eventually became an issue for him
b) John 13:10-11, Matthew 26:25, Matthew 26:49, Mark 14:45,
A: Judas was not saved. Note the title Judas uses for Jesus on every occasion in the NT - He did not see Jesus
as the Messiah
c) John 13:26, John 6:64,70
A: Jesus knew Judas would betray him
d) Psalm 41:9 / John 13:18, Zechariah 11:12-13 / Matthew 27:6-8, Acts 1:16-18
A: He fulfilled 2 OT prophecies
e) Matthew 27:3;5
A: He was full of remorse but never repented

Q2. What event eventually led Judas to betray Jesus? (See Mark 14:6-11) Why?

Q3. What does John 13:19 tell us about Jesus’ divinity? What does the first part of v21
tell us about Jesus’ humanity?

Q4. What does John 13:22, 27-29 reveal about Judas Iscariot’s character?

Going Deeper
Q5. In verse 27 we read that Satan entered into Judas. What does this mean? Compare
and contrast this to John 13:2. What is the difference?

Q6. Jesus constantly predicts Judas’ betrayal (see v18, 21, 26, 27). The Bible also tells
us that Jesus knew Judas would betray him from the beginning (John 6:64). Did
Judas have a choice, and can he be held responsible for his part in the betrayal?
Read John 17:12, Acts 1:12-25, Matthew 26:24, Mark 14:21. What do these verses
tell us about the sovereignty of God and man’s choices / responsibility?



Respond
Q7. Judas’ story (and Proverbs 4:23) teach us the importance of guarding our hearts
from small issues that can gain strength and power in our lives and that could open
the door to more deadly influences. What does it look like to cultivate a healthy
heart? Share some ways you guard your heart with the group.

Q8. Judas’ story reminds us that appearances can be deceptive. We’re all prone to be
hypocrites by saving face and by trying to please people. What are some practical
ways to fight this?

Take a moment as a group to read Ephesians 6:10-18 and to pray the armour of
God over each person for the week ahead.


