
Connect Group study
John 15 (part 1)
In this study, we’ll look at what it means that Jesus is the ‘true vine’ and what the
implications of that are for us, the ‘branches’.

Jesus makes seven ‘I am’ statements in John’s gospel. Can you remember any?

Read John 15:1-9

Reflect
Q1. What is Jesus’ ‘big idea’ in this passage? Ie. What is the essence of the teaching -
the main lesson that He is trying to get across?

Q2. In a grapevine, what is the relationship of the vine to the branches? Specifically,
what does the vine provide for the branches?

Q3. Jesus refers to Himself as ‘the true vine’. What other ‘vines’ do you think people rely
on to fuel and sustain their lives?

Q4. a. What do you think the ‘fruit’ is that Jesus talks about in this passage?
b. What makes the difference between an unfruitful branch and a fruitful one?

Q5. In the second part of verse 5, Jesus makes two very contrasting statements, the
second of which is pretty sobering. Take a moment to discuss what He says and
what He means.

Respond
Q6. Jesus makes it perfectly clear in this passage that our fruitfulness, success, and
effectiveness in life is directly linked to how well we ‘remain’ in Him. What does this
look like in everyday life?

Q7. Reflect on your own life for a moment in private. Do you really desire an intimate
connection with Jesus and the fruitfulness that will bring?

Take a moment to pray for one another that you would desire an intimate connection
with Jesus more than anything else.

Key verse(s)
‘I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear
much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.
(John 15:5 NIV)


